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NATION/WORLD
Dreams dashed
in fatal college
tour bus crash
ORLAND, Calif. — It was
a busload of opportunity:
young, low-income,
motivated students,
destined to become the
first in their families to
go to college, journeying
from the concrete sprawl
of Los Angeles to a
remote redwood campus
650 miles north.
Those dreams were
shattered for some
Thursday in an explosive
freeway crash that left 10
dead — students, chaperones and both drivers
— and dozens hospitalized. A3

LOCAL
Retailer ﬁles
for bankruptcy
Coldwater Creek filed
for protection under
Chapter 11 of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code and
plans to liquidate its
inventory starting early
next month. The women’s clothing retailer has
a location at the District
at CherryVale. A4

Search to start
for new bishop
Roman Catholic
Church officials plan to
begin a formal search for
a successor to Cardinal Francis George of
Chicago. The cardinal
archbishop is battling
cancer and a recent infection caused him to be
hospitalized for a week,
which delayed chemotherapy. A5
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CONCEALED CARRY

Police train for gun-toting public
By Chris Green
Rockford Register Star

ROCKFORD — License
and registration, please.
Are you in possession of a
ﬁrearm?
That’s how traffic stops
soon could sound as police
officers around the state

encounter something new
as they patrol Illinois cities
and counties: Legally armed
residents.
Now that concealed
carry is legal in Illinois,
officers must learn a new
way to interact safely with
armed subjects, said Deputy
Director Larry Smith of the

Illinois Law Enforcement
Training and Standards
Board, headquartered in
Springﬁeld.
“We’re training recruits
and in-ser vice officers
through our mobile training units and at all six of
our academies,” Smith said.
The two- to four-hour

training session includes
a review of the Concealed
Carry Act and incorporates
the use of DVDs that depict
officers in various scenarios
interacting with a potentially armed person, such
as a motorist during a trafﬁc stop.
Winnebago County

REVITALIZING ROCKFORD

Friends record a save

Grass-roots group
toils for four years
to preserve the
Ziock Building

Sheriff Dick Meyers said
all but a handful of the
department’s 125 deputies
had completed the training session.
“We’re trying to teach
them how to interact without letting their guard
SEE POLICE, A4

MALAYSIA
FLIGHT 370

Airplane
crashes
affect local
suppliers
By Alex Gary

By Brian Leaf

Rockford Register Star
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ROCKFORD — April
Fool’s Day 2010 was deadserious for Don Bissell.
The newspaper came
and he read the city’s
proposed solution to what
officials saw as 13 stories
of skyline blight.
“Pissed me off,” said the
retired Sundstrand Corp.
project manager.
The Ziock Building, the
city’s ﬁrst skyscraper, was
targeted for demolition.
After razing, its remains
would be ground to rubble
and recycled as footings
for the Morgan Street
Bridge.
Bissell called some
friends and they acted
quickly.
By the time the building
was aglow in Joe Marino’s
Fourth of July ﬁreworks
three months later, Bissell and the Friends of
Ziock had obtained a
stay of execution for the Members of Friends of Ziock — attorney Mike Schirger (from left), Marge Bevers,
102-year-old factory.
Don Bissell and Gary Anderson — photographed Tuesday at West State and Wyman
And four years later, the streets in Rockford, with the building in the background. BRENT LEWIS/RRSTAR.COM
Friends of Ziock was in
the Rockford City Council
The group, now 100
T h e y a l s o h e l p e d as the Amerock Building,
chambers when aldermen members strong, over- change public perception was built in 1912. Its size
Monday approved a $52.7 c a m e f i n a n c i a l a n d of Ziock from urban white and high-rise design made
million development deal political odds, fighting elephant to civic white it the most visible induswith Gorman & Co. to City Hall and then win- knight, leading down- trial building in the city.
turn Ziock into a hotel- ning back the support of town’s renaissance.
It was a riverfront monuconvention center.
its alderman.
“It’s always been about ment to the city’s sock and
“We cheered, then we
“Through their advo- business and getting this knitting industry, which
left,” said Marge Bevers, cacy, they certainly helped building back on the tax Friends of Ziock research
Bissell’s neighbor and a bring the project along,” rolls,” Bissell said
discovered had employed
founding member of the said City Administrator
The Ziock Building, 416
Friends of Ziock.
Jim Ryan.
S. Main St., also known
SEE SAVE, A4

“It’s always been about business and getting this
building back on the tax rolls.”
Don Bissell, member, Friends of Ziock

ROCKFORD — The disappearance of Malaysia
Flight 370 and subsequent
efforts to recover the jet
h av e r i v e t e d m i l l i o n s
around the world since
the airplane went missing
March 8.
The interest here in the
Rock River Valley is perhaps
higher than in most places
because the
r e g i o n i s More
home to one inside
of the largest
Australia PM
aerospace
conﬁdent
supplier
sounds are
communities from Flight
in the United 370, A7
States.
Nearly 4,000
workers at UTC Aerospace
Systems, Woodward Inc.
and GE Aviation make
aircraft components. And
that doesn’t include the
thousands more workers at
smaller shops that supply
those companies.
“There’s interest. We’re
keenly aware of the recovery efforts,” said Bob Guirl,
strategy and development
director at UTC Aerospace
Systems. “It’s personal. This
is what we do.”
It’s long been said that not
a single commercial airplane
built in the Western Hemisphere takes off without at
least some parts built in
Winnebago County. Malaysia Flight 370, which carried
12 crew members and 227
passengers, is no exception.
It was a Boeing 777-200ER
powered by a Rolls-Royce
engine.
Karl Johnson, a spokesman for Woodward Inc.,
said his company is a RollsRoyce supplier, but it did
not have Loves Park-built
SEE CRASHES, A4

A4
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Coldwater Creek ﬁles for bankruptcy
The Associated Press

SANDPOINT, Idaho —
Coldwater Creek has ﬁled
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection after failing to
ﬁnd a potential buyer or a
source of capital for its turnaround efforts.
The women’s clothing
retailer said Friday that
its stores and its website
are open and selling clothing and other goods to
shoppers.
But it expects to start
sales to liquidate its inventory in early May. It plans to
hold going-out-of-business
sales in the coming months.
Coldwater Creek has a
store in Rockford at The
District lifestyle center
across from CherryVale
Mall.
The chain spent the past
six months evaluating its
options, but its declining
ﬁnancial resources, tough
retail conditions and its
inability to ﬁnd other viable
options drove it to ﬁle for
bankruptcy protection.
Coldwater Creek has
struggled in recent years
because of weak consumer
spending and a failure to
ﬁnd fashions that resonated
with customers. It hadn’t
posted a quarterly profit

Women’s clothing retailer Coldwater Creek, based in Sandpoint, Idaho, opened a
store in fall 2007 at CherryVale Mall. ELAINE THOMPSON/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

since the second quarter of
2010.
The Sandpoint, Idahobased company had cut
costs and closed some
stores during its attempts
to keep the business aﬂoat.
It also made other moves
to improve its proﬁtability,
but declines in sales trends
continued to intensify.
The retailer said it

reached an agreement
with its lenders on a liquidation plan and reached
a deal with inventory liquidators Gordon Brothers
Retail Partners and Hilco
Merchant Resources to
manage its inventor yclearance sales. The
liquidation plan, which
needs approval from the
bankruptcy court, doesn’t

contemplate any recovery
for its shareholders.
Coldwater Creek Inc.
is ge tting $75 million
in debtor-in-possession
ﬁnancing from its lender,
Wells Fargo, to help it
wind down its business.
The company made its
bankruptcy filing in the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court in
Wilmington, Del.

CRASHES
From Page A1

components on the engine
powering this particular
Boeing airplane.
GE spokesman Kelly
Walsh also conﬁrmed there
were no locally produced
electronic components,
controls or accessories on
the airplane.
UTC Aerospace Systems’ Rockford operations,
however, built the electric
power system that was on
Malaysia Flight 370. Other
UTC Aerospace Systems
sites built the airplane’s
environmental control,
fire-protection and lighting systems.
Guirl said he knew of
no airplane crash tied
directly to Rockford-made
parts, but that’s always the
concern.
“If our machines fail, it
would lose flight control.
That’s one of the scenarios
of what possibly happened,”
Guirl said. “Then you look
at the telemetr y data,
what was the performance
before, what units were
there, what’s the history?
You start going through
all of the layers. We think
about that every time a
plane crashes.”

POLICE
From Page A1

down,” Meyers said.
Deputies in recent weeks
have learned how to keep
themselves safe without
infringing on a licensed
gun owner’s right to carry
a ﬁrearm.
“If you have a weapon on
you and you are carrying a
concealed carry license and
we stop you, you are not
required under the statute
to say, ‘I have a CCL, and
I’m carrying a weapon,’”
Meyers said. “But you are
required if an officer asks,
‘Do you have a CCL and
are you carrying?’ Then
they are required to answer
truthfully.
“So one of the things we
teach our people under the
new law is always remember, you are going to have
to ask. And that shouldn’t
be a problem knowing we
have the right to ask, and
people have an obligation
under the statute to be
truthful.”
Before an officer even
approaches your driver’s

Certified Assembly Technician Chris Blackburn on Thursday masks a large commercial aircraft’s electric power generator to apply a dry film lubricant at UTC
Aerospace Systems in Rockford. MAX GERSH/RRSTAR.COM

I t w a s n’ t c o m m o n l y
known at the time, but
when the space shuttle
Columbia disintegrated
upon re-entry in 2003,
the disaster caused major
concern at what was then
known as Hamilton Sundstrand because initially
investigators thought the
Rockford-built power unit
may have failed. Instead, it
turned out to be a cracked
tile in the wing that led to

the disaster.
Guirl said he was conﬁdent that the Malaysia 777
would be found and that
investigators would piece
together the cause of the
crash. That likely will mean
changes for all of Winnebago County’s aerospace
suppliers.
“There will be corrective
actions and those will affect
how things are made,” Guirl
said. “We see that regularly.

A couple of years ago an
MD-11 went down with a
fire inside of it and there
was a TWA ﬂight that went
down in New York with a
fuel tank explosion. Those
resulted in requirement
changes that ﬂowed into the
systems and created new
technical requirements.”
Alex Gary: 815-987-1339;
agary@rrstar.com; @
alexpgary

Concealed carry in Illinois allowed, but not everywhere
Legal carrying of a concealed
weapon is prohibited in the
following places:
■ Schools, including elementary, secondary, and
preschools and child care
facilities (Operators of a child
care facility may possess a
ﬁrearm but must keep it in a
locked container any time a
child is present in the home).
■ State property, including
the executive, legislative and
judicial branches (except
designated hunting areas).
■ Local government
buildings.
■ Adult or juvenile detention
centers, jails or other correctional institutions.
■ Hospitals, mental health
facilities and nursing homes.
■ Buses, trains and other
forms of public transportation, as well as buildings,

property or parking lots
under the control of a public
transportation facility.
■ Bars.
■ Public gatherings and
special events on property
open to the public that
requires a permit issued by
a unit of local government
(street fairs, “taste of” events,
festivals, etc.)
■ Any building or property
issued a Special Event Retailers License for the sale of
alcohol.
■ Any public playground.
■ Parks, athletic ﬁelds under
the control of a city or park
district (does not include a
trail or bike path, if only a portion of the trail or bike path
includes a public park).
■ Property under control
of the Cook County Forest
Preserve District.

■ Public and private universities and colleges
and community colleges,
including classrooms,
athletic venues, hospitals,
laboratories, performance
halls and galleries, as well as
parking areas, sidewalks and
common areas.
■ Gaming facilities, horse
racing tracks and off-track
betting parlors.
■ Libraries, airports, amusement parks, zoos and
museums.
■ Nuclear power plants or
other facilities regulated
by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
■ Any area where ﬁrearms
are prohibited by federal law.

side window, Meyers said,
the officer will have run
your vehicle’s license plate
number through a law
enforcement database to
learn to whom the vehicle
is registered, whether the
registered owner’s license
is valid and whether the
owner has a concealed carry

license.
The sheriff said motorists
should not be alarmed if an
officer tells you to keep your
hands visible and on top of
the steering wheel during
the stop.
R o c k f o r d Po l i c e L t .
Pat Hoey and Loves Park
Police Chief Rodney Scott

said their departments still
are crafting policies and
procedures regarding the
concealed carry law, and
officers have yet to receive
training.

Saturday, April 12, 2014

SAVE

From Page A1

3,000 people at ﬁve factories at the dawn of the
20th century.
W h e n t h e k n i tt i n g
business faded, metal fabricating rose.
And in 1946 a company that would become
Amerock, which made
metal hardware for cabinets and furniture, took
over the building until the
early 1990s, when it was
vacated and became one
more industrial carcass
in a town already full of
them.
And there it sat. Plenty
of ideas to renovate the
building were pitched
in subsequent years,
but none of those plans
advanced and the building
grew shabby. What didn’t
deteriorate was the building’s structure, which is
still solid, and a rooftop
that provides stunning
views of the Rock River
and the city.
The city bought the
building in 2010.
As it prepared to raze
it, the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency got
a letter signed by Bissell with several pages
of attachments making a
case to save it. The agency
had given the city permission to tear down the
building, but after getting the letter reversed its
decision.
Fixing old buildings
takes vision and money.
Bissell and Marge and
Kyle Bevers knew that
ﬁrsthand. They had spent
6,800 hours and hundreds
of thousands of dollars
turning the 140-year-old
Richardson Building at
West State and Wyman
streets into luxury loft
apartments downtown.
“It was horrible,” Marge
Bevers said. “But you can
fix anything if you put
your mind to it.”
Friends of Ziock began
to marke t the building, which qualified for
national historic tax
credits to pay for up to
20 percent of construction costs.
They sought redevelopment proposals.
“We put together a list
of 20 to 25 developers
that did big historic projects,” said architect Gary
Anderson, who specializes
in planning renovations
for historic buildings.
Their mailings generated some nibbles. But it
wasn’t until 2011, when
Illinois included Rockford in the 25 percent
Rivers Edge Historic
Tax Credit program, that
interest grew among
redevelopment specialists
from Boston, Minneapolis, Kansas City and other
cities.
A half-dozen companies
from outside the region
are still interested in renovating some of the 225
properties in the city that
qualify for the tax credits.
“ The math changed
with the state credits,”
said local attorney Mike
Schirger.
So, too, did political
support.
Gorman & Co. of
Oregon, Wis., was one

of the interested companies, and it already had a
presence here. Gorman
was the developer of Jane
Addams Park at College
and Seminary streets for
the Rockford Housing
Authority. It also manages Brewington Oaks,
two residential towers
with 418 units near the
Morgan Street bridge.
“The thing that really
clicked with us, in addition to their experience
with tax credits, was their
EB-5 experience,” said
Kyle Bevers.
EB-5 is a federal immigration program that
grants foreign investors a visa if they invest
$500,000 in a project
that creates 10 jobs.
Gorman had used the program elsewhere. Bevers
said it’s tough for companies to get bank loans for
redevelopment downtown
because property values
are so low. Between tax
credits and EB-5, Bevers
said, Gorman wouldn’t
need a bank to ﬁnance the
project.
Gorman hired a consultant to assess the market
for a downtown hotel.
“He came back with a
conclusion that was not
just ‘no’ but was ‘hell no,’”
Bissell said.
The Friends of Ziock
decided to do its own
research, calling 75 Rockford companies to assess
how many room nights
their businesses might
need each year.
Bissell said the numbers
showed that demand was
for up to 29,000 room
nights for a hotel downtown, and that demand
was there for meeting
space, too. More room
nights would come from
the Reclaiming First
indoor sports center
across the river, which
expects to draw hundreds
of people for 30 weekend
tournaments that it would
host.
Gorman decided it
was feasible for a 150room hotel with a
20,000-square-foot convention center.
It was good news, but
strong political backing
was still needed. Friends
of Ziock members were
among those who called
aldermen the past several
weeks, urging support
for the project. In the
end, aldermen voted
13-1 to approve a development agreement that
will include an investment by the city of $18.6
million for parking and
infrastructure.
Now that the building project is advancing,
Friends of Ziock say their
work continues. They plan
to keep watch over the
Ziock project and look for
other historic projects to
get behind.
Anderson is convinced there will be more
projects.
“We’re still tracking
contractors,” Anderson
said. “There are six who
have come to town and
toured buildings.
“One has been back
three times.”
Brian Leaf: 815-9871343; bleaf@rrstar.com;
@b_leaf

Source: Illinois General
Assembly: tinyurl.com/
concealedcarrylaw

Chris Green: 815-9871241; cgreen@rrstar.com;
@chrisfgreen

A document designating the Ziock/Ameriock Building’s addition to the National Register of Historic
Places on display during a party June 9, 2011, at the
Prairie Street Brewhouse in Rockford. RRSTAR.COM FILE
PHOTO

